
 

                            ST. MARY’S CO-ED SCHOOL, HARDA 

                                    CLASS   IX  ( 2020-2021) 

                                    DEMOCRACTIC POLITICS  

                                    CHAPTER – 2  

                                   CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN 

  

IMPORTANT POINTS OF THE CHAPTER 

1) Constitution is a supreme Law of the Country, which the citizens of the country and the 
government have  to follow. 

2) Apartheid was the name of a system of racial discrimination unique to South Africa where 
the white European minority discriminated against the native black majority. 

3) The African National Congress ( ANC) was the umbrella organisation that led the struggle 
against the policies of the Segregation. 

4) Constitutional Amendment : A change in the constitution made by the supreme legislative 
body in the country. 

5) Draft : A preliminary version of a legal document. 

6) preamble : An introductory statement in a constitution which states that the reasons and 
guiding values of the constitution. 

7) Tryst : A meeting or a meeting place that has been agreed upon. 

1. Here are some false statements. Identify the mistake in each case and rewrite these 
correctly based on what you have read in this chapter. 

(a) Leaders of the freedom movement had an open mind about whether the country should be 
democratic or not after independence. 

(b) Members of the Constituent Assembly of India held the same views on all provisions of 
the Constitution. 

(c) A country that has a constitution must be a democracy. 

(d) Constitution cannot be amended because it is the supreme law of a country. 

Answer: 

(a) Leaders of the freedom movement had an open mind about the country being democratic 
after independence. 

(b) Members of the Constituent Assembly of India had different ideas on all provisions of the 
Constitution. They arrived at a solution only after long discussions and debates and a 
consensus was reached. 
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(c) It is not necessary that a country having a constitution must be a democracy. The 
constitution of a country can even make provisions for dictatorship or monarchy. Examples: 
Soviet Union and Pakistan. 

(d) A Constitution can be amended to keep up with the changes in aspirations of the society. 
It can also be changed keeping in mind the social, political and economic conditions of the 
country. 

2. Which of these was the most salient underlying conflict in the making of a democratic 
constitution in South Africa? 

(a) Between South Africa and its neighbours 

(b) Between men and women 

(c) Between the white majority and the black minority 

(d) Between the coloured minority and the black majority 

Answer: 

(c) Between the white majority and the black minority 

 

3. Which of these is a provision that a democratic constitution does not have? 

(a) Powers of the head of the state 

(b) Name of the head of the state 

(c) Powers of the legislature 

(d) Name of the country 

Answer: 

(b) Name of the head of the state 

4. Match the following leaders with their roles in the making of the Constitution: 

 

(a) Motilal Nehru                            (i) President of the Constituent Assembly 

(b) Β.R. Ambedkar                          (ii) Member of the Constituent Assembly 

(c) Rajendra Prasad                         (iii) Chairman of the Drafting Committee 

(d) Sarojini Naidu                      (iv) Prepared a Constitution for India in 1928      
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Answer: 

(a) Motilal Nehru (iv) Prepared a Constitution for India in 1928 

(b) B.R. Ambedkar (iii) Chairman of the Drafting Committee 

(c) Rajendra Prasad (i) President of the Constituent Assembly 

(d) Sarojini Naidu (ii) Member of the Constituent Assembly 

 

5. Read again the extracts from Nehru’s speech ‘Tryst with Destiny’ and answer the 
following: 

(a) Why did Nehru use the expression “not wholly or in full measure” in the first sentence? 

(b) What pledge did he want the makers of the Indian Constitution to take? 

(c) “The ambition of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from 
every eye”. Who was he referring to? 

Answer: 

(a) The expression ‘not wholly or in full measure’ in the first sentence was used by Nehru 
because he thought that the task they had undertaken was incomplete and it wasn’t possible to 
fulfill the pledges all at once but would be gradually fulfilled. 

(b) The pledge that he wanted the makers of the Indian Constitution to take was to dedicate 
their lives to the service of India, Indians and humanity at large. 

(c) He was referring to Mahatma Gandhi. 

6. Here are some of the guiding values of the Constitution and their meaning. Rewrite them 
by matching them correctly. 

(a) Sovereign                             (i) Government will not favour any religion. 

 (b) Republic                               (ii) People have the supreme right to make decisions. 

  (c) Fraternity                           (iii) Head of the state is an elected person. 

   (d) Secular                              (iv) People should live like brothers and sisters.              

                                                    

    Answer: 

(a) Sovereign                   (ii) People have the supreme right to make decisions 

(b) Republic                     (iii) Head of the state is an elected person 

 (c) Fraternity                    (iv) People should live like brothers and sisters 

(d) Secular                  (i) Government will not favour any religion 
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HOMEWORK QUESTIONS ( SELF ASSESMENT) 

 

Q.1 Mention any three characteristics of the Indian Constitution.  

Q.2 What is the significance of the “Preamble” of the Indian Constitution? 

Q.3 What is a Constitution? Why do we need a Constitution? Give any five reasons. 

Q.4 Why is the preamble very important? 

Q.5 “ Indian Constitution is both rigid and flexible” Explain. 
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